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Clouds 

It is a common misconception that clouds are made up of 

________________. Water vapor is ____________ and it is in the 

air all the time. On the other hand, clouds are ________________ 

__________________ of water or ice crystals in the air.  

 

Clouds appear when there is _______________ water vapor for 

the air to hold. The sun’s rays heat up the ocean and other bodies 

of water causing them to __________________. Through 

evaporation, water vapor _________ to the air. 

 

How are Clouds Formed? 

When air rises, it _________ and as it goes higher, it gets 

____________ too. Cold air ____________ hold as much water 

vapor than warm air. As the air cools, it becomes ____________ 

or holding as much water or moisture as can be absorbed. 

 

As the air becomes saturated, the water vapor in it 

__________________, which means it turns from a gas to a 

liquid. When the water vapor turns to a liquid in the sky, it forms 

a lot of tiny little __________________, which cling to little bits 

of ____________. 

 

Therefore, clouds can be described as the visible __________________ 

of water droplets or ice crystals on Earth’s surface. The 

__________________ plays an important role in the cloud formation. 

Condensation is one of the important processes in water cycle. Without 

condensation, the water cycle would not be in __________________.  
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The molecules in water vapor are ________________________ and most randomly arranged, but as water 

vapor cools, the molecules become more __________________ and __________________, forming clouds. 

 

Cloud Condensation Nuclei 

Aside from water, another important component for clouds to form are the 

____________________________________ (______). These are 

__________________ particles suspended in the air, such as dust, ash, or salt 

crystal, on which water vapor ____________. This is why they are also called as 

__________________.  

 

When the air is saturated with water vapor, some water vapor 

____________ on to dusts and other microscopic particles on which it 

starts to condense. As it condenses, water ____________ are formed. 

These water droplets ____________ and get bigger and bigger, until 

they form clouds. 

 

Dew Point 

But having water attracting nuclei is not enough for a cloud to form as the 

air temperature needs to be ____________ the saturation point. 

__________________ is the temperature to which air must be cooled to 

become saturated with water vapor. It is the point of saturation where 

evaporation ____________ condensation. 

 

Therefore, a cloud results when a __________________ containing 

water vapor has cooled below the point of saturation. As a bubble of air 

rises it moves into __________________ since pressure decreases with 

height. As a result, the bubble of air ____________ in size as it rises. 
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As air rises, __________________ is added into the rising bubble of air so both condensation and evaporation 

are continually occurring. As a result, cloud droplets are constantly ____________ and __________________. 

Therefore, clouds ____________ and ____________ when there is more condensation on nuclei than evaporation from 

nuclei. Conversely, the ____________ if there is more evaporation than condensation. Thus, clouds 

____________ and ____________ as well as constantly ____________ shape. 

 

Types of Clouds 

Because certain types of clouds are associated with certain types of weather, it is possible to ________________ 

the ________________ by observing and understanding these different types of clouds. 

Clouds are classified into three main groups: 

¡ __________________ 

¡ __________________ 

¡ __________________ 

____________ clouds are wispy, curly, or stringy. They are found 

____________ in the atmosphere—typically higher than ____________ 

meters (____________ feet)— and are usually made of 

__________________. Cirrus clouds usually signal ____________, 

____________ weather. Their shape often indicates the 

_________________ the wind is blowing high in the atmosphere. 
 

____________ clouds are horizontal and stratified or layered. 

Stratus clouds can ____________ the entire sky in a single 

pattern. They usually occur ____________ to the Earth. Stratus 

clouds often form at the ____________ of a warm front, where 

warm, moist air is forced up over cold air. 
 

This movement produces clouds as the moist air is ____________ 

across the entire front. The presence of stratus clouds usually 

means a ____________, ____________ day. If precipitation falls from stratus clouds, it is usually in the form of 

____________ or __________________. 
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____________ clouds are large and lumpy. Their name comes 

from the Latin word meaning “heap” or pile”. They can stretch 

__________________ into the atmosphere up to ____________ 

meters (____________ feet) high. Cumulus clouds are created by 

strong ____________ of warm, moist air. 

 

Most forms of ____________ precipitation fall from cumulus clouds. The weather they bring depends on their 

____________ and ____________. The higher the base of a cloud is, the ____________ the atmosphere and 

the __________ the weather will be. Clouds located close to the ground mean _____________ or ____________. 

 

Clouds are also classified according to how __________ 

they are in the atmosphere and what ____________ of 

weather they produce. The prefix “____________” 

refers to clouds that lie more that 6,000 meters above 

the Earth. ________________ and ________________ 

clouds are two examples of these “high-level” clouds. 

 

The prefix “____________” indicates clouds whose 

bases are between 2,000 and 6,000 meters above the 

Earth, such as _______________ and ______________ 

clouds. They are considered “____________” clouds 

and are mostly made of liquid water droplets, but can 

have some ice crystals in cold enough temperatures. 

 

The prefix “____________” or the suffix “____________” are low-level clouds that have their bases below 2,000 

meters above the Earth. “Nimbus” comes from the Latin word for “_________”. Clouds that produce 

____________ and ____________ fall into this category. 
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__________________ clouds bring continuous precipitation that can last for many hours. These low-level clouds 

are full of __________________. __________________ clouds are also called thunderheads. These clouds 

produce ____________, ____________, and ____________.  

 

Many cumulonimbus clouds occur along __________________, where cool air is forced under warm air. They 

usually ____________ as evening approaches, and moisture in the air __________________. Cumulonimbus 

clouds gradually become __________________ clouds, which rarely produce rain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


